vBBC Friday #20 — 31 July 2020 — Notes & Related Links |BLACK LIVES MATTERI

-- Still --

Zoom-chat Notes Thank you Steve Rabago for the vBBC question of the day: What is your COVID
cadence? Businesswise or otherwise, and for the long-haul?

= Mickey Molnaire: Mickey noted with sadness the passing of Rex Oliver, beloved
longtime BBC member, delightful OfficeXpats supporter, and, since 2012, Bainbridge
Island Chamber Of Commerce President/CEO. We miss you, good friend! (Tribute below)
=> Mickey Molnaire: Remember that the Rotary Auction is completely online this year; it
all start on August 1st. For info on donating and bidding go to bainbridgerotaryauction.org.
=>» Dave Kragen: if you would like to receive the Cross Cultural Journeys newsletter,
simply email Cilla and let her know: cilla@crossculturaljourneys.com.

=> Idea: Collaboration between Visit Bainbridge (visitbainbridge.com/), Bainbridge
Chamber (bainbridgechamber.com), Destination Bainbridge (destinationbainbridge.com/), Cross Cultural Journeys
(crossculturaljourneys.com) on possible Local vTours: Suquamish Tribe (suguamish.nsn.us); Bainbridge Island
Japanese-American Exclusion Memorial (bijac.org/), potential contact Lilly Kodama (ddr.densho.org/narrators/259/).

=>» Gene Hassell (bainbridgetradingco.com), is now a card-carrying BBC Regular! Bravo, Gene!

=>» Kevin Dwyer: Soon to come “Island SOS Program for businesses.” More news coming soon. Watch this space.
=>» Mickey Molnaire: go to Chamber bainbridgechamber.com/business-resources/ page for constant updates on Island
restaurants and businesses. BIDA also keeps this updated listing, bainbridgedowntown.org.

=>» Dave Kragen: Check out the many restaurant home-delivery options with Island Bite (islandbite.com).

Note: “Peace Peloton” w/ Doc Wilson. Casual, peaceful demonstration on bicycles. Tacoma, Sunday, 9 August!
RSVP at ingajnow.com/peacepeloton-ride. Previous ride: drive.google.com/file/d/1Y 10ltseE-I5nWTEh8osfULC5EghVjhgliview.

Latest COVID-19 pandemic status (Worldwide & US) at https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
Previous 24 July 2020 Deaths Worldwide: 641,052 / Deaths United States: 148,348
As of 24 July 2020 Deaths Worldwide: 677,940 / Deaths United States: 155,330 (23% of world deaths)

Today’s rogues gallery of BBC regulars:

% f - .
' oy 2
Steve Kersten . Wynne 95% Jacobson S

Chris Miller

3
Leslie Schneider §

Abell Smith



http://www.bainbridgerotaryauction.org/
mailto:cilla@crossculturaljourneys.com
https://visitbainbridge.com/
https://bainbridgechamber.com/
https://destinationbainbridge.com/
https://www.crossculturaljourneys.com/
https://suquamish.nsn.us/
https://bijac.org/
http://ddr.densho.org/narrators/259/
https://www.bainbridgetradingco.com/
https://bainbridgechamber.com/business-resources/
https://bainbridgedowntown.org/
https://www.islandbite.com/restaurants
https://www.ingajnow.com/peacepeloton-ride
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y1OltseE-l5nWTEh8osfULC5EqhVjhgl/view
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/

BAINBRIDGE ,Q-f ISLAND

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ‘

Chamber News

Rex Oliver, Long-time Chamber President & CEO, Passes
Away

It’s with a heavy heart that we share the news that Rex Oliver, President & CEQ
of the Bainbridge Island Chamber, passed away last week following a courageous
bout with pancreatic cancer. Rex had been the Chamber’s top executive since |
2012. Prior to that , he was the President/CEO of the Murrieta California
Chamber, a position he held for 10 years.

“His energy, knowledge and certainly his commitment to our profession will be
greatly missed,” said Bob Green CEO of the Washington Chamber of Commerce
Executives (WCCE), of which Oliver was a long-time board member.

Besides improving membership benefits and overseeing the annual Grand Old ‘
Fourth of July event during his eight year tenure, Oliver was instrumental in
helping form Visit Bainbridge, the island tourism arm, and established the
Chamber as venue for fishermen and hunters to purchase seasonal licenses. The |
service complemented the Chamber’s long-time State Department of Licensing
Sub-agency.



Over the years, Oliver worked on a number of initiatives germane to the
business community. These included the Downtown Winslow Town Square
proposal, parking issues, zoning and tourism.

In the summer of 2013, he led the Chamber in creating and operating the “Frog
Hopper Bus” pilot project to demonstrate the market for daytime island
transportation for residents and visitors. Its success prompted Kitsap Transit to
begin the more expanded Bl Ride service.

“He was a genuinely nice guy,” said Linda Lincoln, past chair of the Chamber
Board of Directors. “Rex was able to move across conflict and get to resolution
to the point of moving (an issue) forward. He was a real consensus builder.”

Lincoln, manager of the HomeStreet Bank branch on the island, credited Oliver
with creating successful partnerships between the Chamber and the City of
Bainbridge Island and the Bainbridge Island Downtown Association.

“He was professional and really knew what needed to be done,” she said. In
addition, Lincoln said Oliver was great at educating the board “as to what their
roles were,” and had a very “calm” disposition, which she said was crucial in his
role.

“I loved the guy so much,” she added. “He will be missed.”

Oliver was very active in the Bainbridge Island Rotary Club and always looked
forward to the annual Rotary Auction, where he usually headed up the music
department. He was a drummer and once bought himself a drum kit at the
auction.

The former Chamber executive is survived by his wife, Cheryl, and two adult
children who reside in Canada. A memorial service in Oliver’s honor will be held
at a future date to be announced.

Rex was an advocate for Chambers of Commerce and Rotary International. If
you wish to send a memorial gift in honor of Rex, they may be made to either
the Bainbridge Island Chamber or the Rotary Club of Bainbridge Island.

Kevin Dwyer, interim President and CEO of the Chamber, will continue in that
role for the immediate future.

Tribute by Kevin Dwyer
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